Cause and Effect
Text: Job 4
Readings: 
	John 9:1-12, 35-41 

Job 4 

Theme: Job's friends falsely accuse him of sin because of their sort-term view of God's justice 
Purpose: To show that we need a long term and broad view on God's justice and mercy. 

Congregation, 
When something bad happens to us, or to someone else, most of us want to know, Why?! This question comes naturally to us; it is almost instinctive. Why did this happen? What was the reason? What was the cause? 
Sometimes we have a fair idea: When a homosexual contracts AIDS we know that it is linked to his lifestyle.
So too when a heavy smoker develops lung cancer.
Or when a drunk driver kills himself. 
Or when a drug addict dies of an overdose.
In all of these tragedies there is some cause and effect. It's not always immediate but there is a relationship between the one and the other. 
Job's friends applied this reasoning to him: 
Cause and effect. The cause was sin; the effect was his suffering. 
This is the theme that is developed in the next 27 chapters as Job and his friends discuss his suffering.
There are three rounds of speeches in which each friend speaks and Job responds to each every speech made. 
Today we want to look at the view these friends have and examine what's wrong with it. We want to do this because their view is very common today, and in fact is a perspective that many of us are inclined to fall into. 
Eliphaz introduces the viewpoint of the three friends early in the piece in vs 8; 
"As I have observed, those who plough evil and sow trouble reap it." 
"YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW" Cause and effect. 
This view has been called Retributive Justice ie. God will pay back what each person deserves. You reap what you sow. 
Eliphaz saw this as operating immediately. There was an direct connection between righteousness and blessing, and between sin and suffering.
Good people will be blessed, bad people will suffer.
God will bring pleasure to his friends, and he will give pain to his enemies.
Each person gets what he deserves. 

Let's look at how they argue this:
In 4:6 Eliphaz tells Job that his confidence should be in his piety. If you have been a good man then you've got nothing to worry about. 
Bildad is more blunt in 8:4 ....
He draws a direct connection between sin and punishment. Your children sinned, he says to Job; so God gave them over to the penalty of their sin. 
Zophar puts in his two cents worth in 11:6b...
He more or less says; "things could be worse. God has forgotten some of your sin - imagine if he gave you the full dose for all your wrong!" 
But Job doesn't accept the analysis of his friends. He doesn't accept that God is punishing him for his sins, and he objects to their arguments. 
Because Job is being stubborn his friends apply more pressure. Calvin comments that these friends have a poor case but they argue it well. They have all sorts of evidence in favour of their position and they express their arguments with powerful language. 
They forget about trying to be his comforters and they become his accusers! They become hostile and vindictive. They threaten him and abuse him; argue with him and insult him! 
Look at the speech of Eliphaz in 22:4-11....
Here Eliphaz thinks up a whole lot of sins he imagines Job has committed. Someone who is suffering as much as you must be a really bad fellow! 
This view is around today. 
It is very obvious in the "prosperity gospel", or the "health/wealth" doctrine. If you are a good Christian God will make you healthy and happy. He will make you rich and prosperous. You won't suffer sickness or ill-health. 
We can all fall into this sort of thinking. 
When life is going well we might think God is blessing us because we are so good and we are following him. We think we deserve this. That can actually lead to pride. 
But then the wheels fall off, and we ask ourselves; 
"What did I do wrong?! Why is God doing this to me?! What is God punishing me for?" We think we deserved this suffering and so we are driven to guilt. 
But there is SOMETHING FUNDAMENTALLY WRONG with th viewpoint of Job's friends. In fact, there are a number of things wrong with it: 

	First of all, It rests on THE WRONG BASIS 
	Eliphaz claims a Vision 4:12-16... 

In this spooky vision Eliphaz claims that some spirit told him this information. Don't take my word for it, he says, this was revealed to me! 
The same claim to authority is made in charismatic and pentecostal circles. Many people will claim to have had a word from the Lord or a prophetic message. This is very common. You will often hear people say, "God told me". 
The problem with the vision of Eliphaz and the prophecies and visions of people today is that there is no way of checking what they say. How do we know? Did God really speak to them, or are they making this up? That's why these claims are so dangerous and misleading. 
	Bildad claims the support of tradition 8:8... 

This is what we have always been taught, he says. This is what our fathers passed on to us. This is our tradition. This is what everyone has always believed. Eliphaz says much the same thing in 15:10.... 
This is the same claim that the Roman Catholics make. They says, "This is what the pope and the church councils have always taught."
But the problem with this is that the pope and church councils could be wrong. What people believed in the past could be mis-guided. 
So our only basis for believing anything must be the Bible, the Word of God, the revelation God has given us. This is our only authority for faith and life, for doctrine and practice. So Job's friends claimed a false authority for their view. 
	Secondly, THEIR VIEW OF GOD'S JUSTICE WAS TOO LIMITED 

The Scriptures are full of the justice of God. He is just is His character and in his actions. He will reward the righteous and punish the sinner. He will bless those who obey him and punish those who don't.
This is true in the nation, in the church, in our families, and for us as individuals. 
This truth is expressed in Psalm 1; "For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the sinner will perish." (vs6) 
But God's justice is not always immediate. 
We see this in the Old Testament. 
eg. Noah was building the ark for 120 years before the flood finally came.
eg. Much later on God threatened his people Israel with punishment for well over a hundred years before the final judgement came with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. 
This is true in these New Testament times as well. The Apostle Peter talked about people scoffing and saying; "Where is this coming he promised? Ever since our fathers died everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." (2 Peter 3:4) 
Even believers have often wondered about God's justice. This is the question in Psalm 73; Why do the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer? 
This question caused a crisis of faith for this believer until he went to the temple and understood what God was doing - Then he saw that God would exercise justice one day. 
Because God's justice is long-term 
We need to see the justice of God in the eternal scheme of God's work. 
God does not settle accounts immediately. He doesn't work of a 'tit-for-tat' system. "You do this" and "I'll do that"! The Lord takes a longer-term view. 
On the one hand He doesn't destroy the wicked immediately because he wants to give them time to repent.
On the other hand He allows suffering to come into the lives of believers because he has some good purpose to bring about through that. 
But he will bring about justice. Everyone on earth will face the final judgement. The Lord Jesus will return as the Judge of all men and everyone on earth will have to give an account for the deeds done in the body, whether good or bad. 
But Job's friends did not see this long term perspective. They thought that God's justice was always direct and immediate. Their view was too limited.
We need to take this long-term view. God will work everything out in his great plan, but it won't necessarily be sorted this side of heaven. We need to be patient. 

	Thirdly, Job's friends MADE A WRONG APPLICATION. 

Much of what the three friends say is true. They say many right and correct things about God and his majesty and justice and power. It is true that God punishes people for their sins. And it is true, as Eliphaz says in chp 5:17 that God uses suffering to discipline us (cf Hebs 12). 
But they make a wrong application of this to Job. They assumed God was punishing Job for his sin, but that wasn't so. Their remarks were misguided. Their judgement was wrong. Their arguments missed the mark. 
In fact, Job was not suffering because he was so sinful, but rather because he was so righteous. God pointed him out to Satan as an example of a man who was blameless and upright. Job was suffering because he was innocent. 
In this he was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, because Jesus also suffered because he was innocent. Only a perfect man could pay for the sin of the world. 
Jesus suffered as the righteous for the unrighteous; as a just man for unjust men. 
Job's friends were wrong because 
1. Their arguments had the wrong basis,
2. Their view of God's justice was too limited,
3. They applied the right doctrine to the wrong person, 
and finally, they were wrong because 

THEY THOUGHT THEY HAD ALL THE ANSWERS 
They had it all worked out. They knew why Job was suffering. They could pin-point the problem and, what's more, offer a solution! In this they were like the pharisees of Jesus day - smug, self-righteous, self-satisfied, complacent. But they were wrong! 
We need to learn from this, because there are not always ready answers. 
We do not always have an explanation for someone's suffering. 
Our lives do not always fit into the neat and tidy scheme of Job's friends. 
Bad things also happen to good people. 
eg. Someone goes into hospital for routine surgery contracts aids through a blood transfusion.
eg. a child develops leukemia.
eg. A drunk driver kills a pedestrian who was walking along the footpath.
eg. A drug addict robs and ransacks your home for money to support his habit.
Sometimes we cannot see a cause and effect when people suffer. 
The disciples had to learn this as well. "Who sinned?", they asked about the man born blind - this man or his parents. Jesus explained that neither had sinned so as to cause this blindness. This had happened "so that the work of God might be displayed in his life." He was born blind so that jesus could heal him. He was born blind so that he, and others, might see Jesus as the Light of the world. 
This is true for us as well. In our suffering and trial we need to be able to see Jesus, who himself was "a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering" (Is 53). 
We need to trust in Jesus, believing that he is with us, even when he feels far away.
We need to hold on to him, believing that he is holding on to us.
We need to look to the light of the world, even when everything around us is dark. 
We must believe that God will use all that happens to display his work in our lives, through the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


